PERSONS AND POLITICS
and a million rounds of ammunition were found
in a cellar, and next morning's papers contained
a significant paragraph to the effect that the
Minister of War had ordered the immediate
removal of this material to a spot where it would
be " more useful to the military authorities than
if buried away in the dark corners of the Palace."
It is notorious that during the last weeks of his
reign he was kept under very strict surveillance,
so much so that, after one of the Selamliks, he
is said to have asked for news of the outer world
from one of the Ambassadors.
"These people," he complained querulously,
" do not even let me know what is going on in
Turkey.!"
The true character of Abd-ul-Hamid needs no
perspective. Historians already know it. It is
classic even before his death. In his youth, he is
said to have had some glimmerings of those
liberal principles which endeared his father to the
nation, but these soon disappeared when he came
to power. A story is told of how he and his
unhappy brother, Murad, were shivering one cold
night in the royal apartments, in which Sultan
Abd-ul-Aziz, their uncle, did not permit fires.
" If ever I come to the throne," said Hamid,
with a fine contempt for such discipline, " I shall
rule very differently !" This was the man who
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